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WHEREIN 


The Reaſons are given why the Jervs were an- 
tiently conſidered as the immediate Vaſſals 
and abſolute Property of the Crown; but 

are now in a State of Liberty and 
Freedom like other Subjects. 
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1 | To which are added, 


'The Opinions of the moſt eminent Lawyers, toges 
ther with Proofs and Arguments drawn from 
divers important Facts and Statutes of the 
Realm omg to the ſame Subject. 


By JOSTAH TUCKER, 4 M 


Rector of St STEPHEN's | in BrxisTOL, 
AND 


1 | Chapin to the Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Bausrot, 


LOND ON: 


N for Tuomas Tarr, near 1 Ga. 
55 Holborn. M.pcc.L111, 


[Price Sixpence. ] 


CET ED ODS AE A —— — _—— 
k 5 — — 


— teat Is. Es Sr ag” — — — ee IN 


- red Ep, 


Ee 2 e —— NR I ye et nw 2 Dy 2 * ws. 
" — * — _ 1 9 of by "i 8 . 0 


— — — — 
e 
— — — — K 


— — — 


5 
— — 


— — — worn, a ID ES to EIS 1 


p = — — 
nn — 3 — — 
— —— — — 8 — 


Sr RR nu —— 
— — — — — — = 


— 
fot 


2 Confeſs the Juſtice of your Remark, 
dat I might have been more explicit 
in ſetting forth the legal Rights of Na- 
= tural-born Jews to purchaſe Lands in 
ces. Indeed 1 was unwilling to ſyp- 
= pole, that any Perſons were ſo devoid of common 
2X Senſe as to believe the contrary. For with Reſpect to 
the public Cry, No Jews! No Naturalization! Chriſ- 
= tianty, and Old England for ever ! They are known ta 
E be Words of Courſe, invented purely for the Sake, 
of inflaming the unthinking Populace againſt the 
next general Election. For, what could the diſaf- 
= fefted Party do (whoſe great End is defeated, when 
any Meaſures are purſued that really tend to the Na- 
1 - A 2 | tional 


penny, would they be diſtreſſed, 5 they were d 


_ Sacheverell | were formerly the Watel V. 


feſſion, as 


diums, That Natural - born 


Lands; nay, That all their Goods and Poſſeſſions 
lie at the meer Mercy of the Crown; I ſhall for 


ur 
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tional Advantage; becauſe that would confirm Peo- 
ple in their Love and Obedience to th 


Veer 
vernment;) — I ſay, What could they 


the Province of inventing: Lies, and | 


88 Falſhoods? Thus, for Example, Cn Ei 


ny 
laſted: long: And while theſe cant Tertns: 9905 


uſed as Engines to diſturb the publie Franquility, 


and ſerve the Intereſts of France, ſo long the reli- 


gious Lord BoLinBROKE, the honeſt Alderman 


of others of the ſame virtuous Characters, were zeal- 


ous Friends to Tye Cnvrcn, and would drink, with 


But when 
this Pretence was worn out, and could ſerve no long- 


ef, then they threw off the Maſk, and gloried to 


great Fervour, Damnation to Fanatics. | 


appear in their proper Colours, viz. Deiſts by Pro- 


as they were known before Atheiſts in Prac- 
tice: Therefore, I concluded, That as the ſame 


Game was playing over again, People muſt ſee the 


real Drift of the preſent Clamours, and regard them 
only as the Lye of the Day. 


Bur ſince you aſſure me, that many Perſons of 
good Underſtandings in other Reſpects, and of ho- 


neſt Hearts, are made to believe, through want of 


proper Information, and by ſeeing through falſe. Me- 


their Sakes attempt to ſet this Matter in a clear 


Light, and ſuggeſt ſuch Reaſons as will enable then | 


to detect every F allacy that may be offered. 


Fi1gsT then it will be proper to ſketch out a gene- 
rat Idea of our antient Conſtitution, durin the 


S 
former Reſidence of the Fews in England, viz. from 
rhe Conqueſt till the eighteenth Year of Epwasp I. 


the Time of their PIO; nini a Space of 
1 aboup 


BARBER, and chaſte Mrs MANL x, with Hundreds 


Jews cannot purchaſe 
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concerning NATURAL I 2 ATIONS, 5 
about two hundred Years. And afterwards we may 
eed to compare that Plan of Government with 
the preſent, and obſerve how far our Conſtitution 
has been altered, and whether for the better, or the 


' Now as our antient Conſtitution was only a Part 


of that Gothic Government, which overſpread alt 
Europe, though in ſome Places a little differently 
modified from others; it may be ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, That the Gothic Governments allowed, in a 


civil Senſe, only three Diſtinctions of People, the 


Military Claſs, the Servile, and the Claſs of Citi- 
Zens and Burghers _ ie oleped 

I. Taz Military Claſs : Theſe were variouſly dig- 
nified, and diſtinguiſhed according to their Rank 
and Quality. But they all agreed in this, That they 
were Soldiers by Birth and Profeſſion : The greater Te- 


nants, otherwiſe called Barons, held their Eſtates im- 
mediately from the Crown; and moſt of the Knights, 


Eſquires, Gentlemen, and others, held by Military 


Service under them, But the general Nature of the 
_ Military Tenure, though it paſſed under different 


Names, was the ſame throughout, viz. That when- 
ever the immediate Lord called upon his Military 


Tenants, they were to obey his Summons, attend 
him to the Wars, and bring together ſuch a Propor- 
tion of Men, as their reſpective Eſtates were charg- 


ed with: And theſe Tenures were fo ſtrictly kept 


up, that Eccleſiaſtics themſelves, Biſhops and Ab- 


bots were not exempted; but often forced to attend 
in Perſon, and always obliged to ſend their Quota of 
Men, according to their Baronies and Fiefs. 


II. Taz Baſe or Servile Claſs: Theſe were other- 
wiſe called Villaius, being in reality the Slaves of 


their Lords. Moſt of them belonged to ſome parti- 


cular Eſtate or Manor, and might be bought and 
Eo | fold 
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ſold together with the Lands. They durſt not * ſtir 


beyond the Bounds of their Manor, without the 


expreſs Leave of their Lord, and never were en- 


truſted with Arms, or brought to the Wars, but in 
Times of the greateſt Exigency. However, in Pro- 
ceſs of Time they acquired a little more Liberty, 
and had ſeveral Privileges and Advantages confer- 
red upon them by Means of Copyholds, Socage, Te- 
nures, Sc. and could obtain ſome tolerable Redreſs 


from their Grievances. 


| UI. Tur third Claſs was that of Citizens and Burgh- 1 


ers; theſe were all, or for the moſt Part, Liberi 
Homines Regni, Freemen of the Realm, as well as 
free of their reſpective Cities, or Towns. But be- 


ing bred up to Trades, they were not regarded in 
the ſame honourable Light, as thoſe who were Gen- 
tlemen, or Soldiers by Birth and Profeſſion. Yet in 
Fact, they had fo much of the Military Air of the 


Gothic Conſtitution, that they were conſidered ag 


„Vote, This Reſtraint upon Slaves not to ſtir beyond the 


Bounds of their Manors, ſeems to have ſuggeſted the fu it Thought 
for obliging the Poor not to leave their reſpective Pariſhes (which 


were originally of the ſame Extent with the Manor) unleſs they 
had Certificates for that Purpoſe. But the Makers of thoſe Laws 
little conſidered the Difference of Times, and the Variation of 
Circumſtances. For in a Commercial Country, the People muſt 
follow their Work, be it far or near; and as Trade and Many - 


factures are always ſhifting Places; nay, as one Kind of Work 


may only laſt the Summer Seaſon, and another at a Diſtance be 
properer for the Winter: — It therefore ſeems unavoidable, That 


People ſhould be permitted to remove, as their Work removes. — 
As to Certificates of | Pariſh Settlements, removing of Paupers, 


Law-Suits, Oc. they are the Nuiſance of a trading Nation; they 
hurt the Rich, diſcourage the Poor, and ſerve only to ſet Pariſhes, 
and Neighbours at Variance, If each Pariſh. were obliged to 
maintain thoſe poor Perſons, that had reſided and worked among 
them for a competent Time (ſuppoſe fix Months) and then wers 
taken ſick, or otherwiſe incapacitated from Labour; every one 
muſt ſee, that this is the juſteſt and faireſt Method, as the Pariſh 
had reaped ſome Benefit from their Labour, and would prove in 
the End much the cheapeſt, | 
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the 
did 


illtary Duty very regularly, having Arms and 


ber was ſufficient, was erected into a diftin&t Com- 
munity, having their reſpective Badges; Trophies, 
and Colours: The Maſter for the Time being of 


this incorporated Company was properly the Captain 


of his Trade, as the Mayor was the Colonel of the 
whole Regiment, and Commander in Chief within 


his own Garriſon. And they were obliged to this 
Punctuality of Military Diſcipline, not only by the 
Common Law of the Realm, but by.expreſs Sta- 
tutes, one of which was made at the very Time un- 
der our preſent Conſideration, viz. 13 EL1Z. 1 Stat. 


of Wincheſter, Chap, 4. This A& preſcribes the 
Hours at which the Gates of walled Towns ſhall be 


| ſhut and opened, the Number of Burghers required 


to do Duty at each Gate, and the Obligation laid 


Yi: all Perſons, even Inmates, to lodge 2 - 


ight within the Town, not in the Suburbs z wi 


other Matters of the like Import. And at the 6th 


Chap. of the ſame Statute, a very particular Provi- 


| hon is made for arming all the free Subjects of the 


Kingdom, from the Years of Fifteen to Sixty. But 


note, This was no new Law, but only the Revival 


of an antient Cuſtom, as rs from the ver 
Words of the Stents, rue . Y 

Ax here, Sir, give me Leave to make a ſmall 
Digreſſion, in order to explain a Phraſe or two, till 


retained in the Oaths of the Freemen of the City of 
Briſtul, and of e though not one 


in ten thouſand can 


ſuppoſed to know the origi- 
nal Meaning of them. PPP 1 Ya | 8¹ 


Tur firſt is, where the Perſon ſwears at Admiſſion 

to his Freedom, that he will not take an Appren- 
tice who is Bond in Blood. Now the Bond in Blood 
were no other than the Slaves or Villains, that is, 


the 


concerning NATURAL IZ AT ION. 7 
roper Garriſon of their reſpective Towns, and 


Accoutrements, and ſet Times fot Exerciſe. In 
eat Cities each particular Trade, where the Num- 


x] 
- Ti 
8 
t 
* 
1 
* 
7 | 
£ FR 
+ | 
$5 
7, 
* 
4 
= 
a 
7 
4 of 
1 
* 
Ws, 
: 
4 
be 74 
1 
0 1 
; 
1 
4 5 
Ri 
| 
+ 
7 
, 


i 


1 —_ 
— 


— = 
— TIT i, DE Og " 

— nan pate wane 2 — — _ — — — 
... y... . c —— *— — 
** 8 — — — * 5 . * — - 

— — . 
a * 
4 _— — oy , *, 
— 2 —_ 7 — * —— — 2 


-=<: wh —- 
= — —_ 


> 


> —— — — pays 
E eee oor en ai — 
** Ne — » 
EIS — IN 
— — 
"is 


— — — Foe 
. . — ͤů— — — — 
ip bt — . — VR - VA q 
: —. 
— 


W 
— - oye Pe 


— 3 % — — » 4a 
. — . — 2 r 2 2 
a — — - os — 2 2 GCE IDS 8 — — 7 ——S Wwe - — — 
— pen. — — ae — IT —— * — 
* — * = ah 1 V * = . — : 7 — * ww — * 
— - — —n — — — — — „ * k 


- 


8 A ferand LIZ TT ER to 2 FRIEVDU 


l * 4 * 


— r R * 

a q Ts . 
A * nen TIX 
1 


the ſecond Claſs of Men here ſet forth. And the 
Reaſon why this extraordinary Care was taken to 
prevent ſuch Perſons becoming Citizens, or Burgh- 
ers, was this, That after they had learnt the Trade, 
and even ſet up, the Lord or Maſter could till 
challenge them as his Slaves, and take them away 
as his proper Goods and Chattles, becauſe they 
were Bond in Blood: Which A& might not only 


bring a Diſgrace on the City, but alſo a Detriment, 


inaſmuch as the Slave, being obliged to attend his 
Maſter, would not only carry the Myſtery of the 


Trade along with him, but might inſtru other 


Slaves alſo in the fame. 1 
Tux other Inſtance is the following; A Free- 
man promiſes on Oath, that he will never wear 
any Man's Livery but Mr Mayor's. This, you will 
ſay, is a very odd kind of a Promiſe ; but it was 
neceſſary to be made in thoſe Days. For the Li- 
very here intended, was not the modern Lavery of 


_ Servants, but the Livery of Retaining : That is a 
_ Livery, or Badge, whereby one Perſon was ſuppoſed 


to be retained, and ready to engage in all the Quarrels 


of another, right or wrong. 


BELIEVE me, Sir, I am in Pain for you, on account 
of this Narration. For when you read it, you will 
hardly think it can be true; and yet at the fame 
Time your Regard for the Writer would make you 
conclude, that he would not impoſe upon you with 
idle Stories and Romances, Therefore to put your 


Faith, or your Friendſhip no longer to the Trial, 1 


beg Leave to produce one Voucher atnong many, 


even an Act of Parliament, iſt of Rich. IL Chap. 7. 


made on purpoſe to correct thoſe Exceſſes. The 
Words of the Act are as follows, Item, Becauſe 


„ that divers People of ſmall Revenue in Lands, 


« Rents, or other Poſſeſſions, do make great Reti- 


“ nue of People, as well of Eſquires as others, in 


* many Parts of the Realm, giving to them rh 
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concerning NATURALIZATTONS. 9 
* and other Liveries of one Suit by the Year, tak- 
« ing of them the Value of the {ame Livery, or 


«© percaſe double Value, by ſuch Covenant and Aſſu- 


« rance, that every of them ſhall maintain other 
« in all Quarrels be they reaſonable or unreaſona- 
ple, to the great Miſchief and Oppreſſion of the 
% People, It is ordained and aſſented, c.“ ; 

And now, my good Friend, what think you of 


an Engliſh Eſquire taking a Hat for a Livery to be 


another's Bully 'by the Year, in all his Quarrels rea- 
ſonable or unreaſonable? Is there any Thing that 


I have ſaid equal to this? But it ſeems the good 


People of Cities and Boroughs, would engage in 
no Quarrels but thoſe of Mr Mayor : and him they 
thought themſelves bound in Duty and Honour to 
ſupport per Fas aut Nefas, eſpecially if it was in a 


Matter that regarded ſome other Town : For every 


Corporation thought themſelves in a Nate f War 
with the other, and that they had a Right to make 
Repriſals upon the Enemy ;—or, as Lord Coke ex- 
preſſes it, in his 2d Inſtitute, p. 204. The Miſ- 
* chief was, That divers Cities, the Cinque Ports, 


" £6 Boroughs, Towns Corporate, Se. within this 8 


* Realm, did claim ſuch à Cuſtom, That if any of 
« one City, Society, or Merchant-Guild, were in- 
debted to any of another; — Then if any other 
< Perſon of the ſame City, Society, or Merchant- 
Guild that the Debtor was of, came into the City, 
& Society, or Merchant-Guild whereof the Creditor 
“ was, —That he (the Creditor) would charge ſuch 


„ a FoREICNER for the Debt of the other.” Doubt- 
leſs theſe were-very happy Times! And what a 


Pity is it, That thoſe Perſons who are ſo laviſh in 


their Praiſes of Old England, and diſſatisfied with our 


preſent modern Conſtitution, had not lived in theſe 
golden Days, when they might have enjoyed Old Eug- 
4and in Perfection? 


To 
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10 A ſecond LETTER to a FRIEND 
Io return therefore to the general Subject 
From what has been ſaid, you may conceive a ſuf- 
ficient Idea of the Nature of the Gothic Conſtitu- 
tion; at leaſt fo far as relates to the Subject before 
us: For there is no need of deſcending into minuter 
Diſtinctions and Subdiviſions. And from hence it 
appears, That all Perſons whatever were, in ſome 
Senſe, either fighting Men or Slaves, As fighting 
Men they were almoſt continually in Exerciſe ; be- 
cauſe the Kingdom was ſcarce twelve Months toge- _ 
ther without Broils or Commotions, in one Part or 
other; ſometimes the Kings and the Barons entered 
the Liſts with all the Fury and Rancour of a Civil 
War; and very often the Barons made Inroads on 
each other, in which the neighbouring Towns and 
Cities were ſure to be involved; at other Times tzjge 
Scotch and Welch held the Kingdom in perpetual 
Alarms. And where nothing of this happened, there 
were Feuds among themſelves, and ſometimes Trials 


at Law decided by Duels, and ſingle Combats in a 
kind of judicial Way. orb 7 


Now in ſuch a Situation to what Claſs of People 
could the eus be ſuppoſed to belong? not to the g 
firſt Claſs, becauſe theſe were the Barons of the 
Realm, the Knights, and Soldiers by Birth and Pro- ©. 
feſſion: They were the Men of Arms; but the Jews 
would not have been allowed to carry Arms, had 
they attempted it, | EA 
Ay as to the ſecond Claſs, They were no other 
than Woodcutters, Foreſters, Huntſmen, Herdſ- by 
men, and Ploughmen, as far as the Knowledge of 7 
the Plough and Agriculture obtained in thoſe bar- ip 
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barous Times, But the Jews were bred up to other % 
Employments, and conſequently were not fit for 
any of theſe Purpoſes. Not to mention that tage 
Villains, or Slaves belonging to Manors, were Per- a 


ſons whoſe Anceſtors, for the moſt Part, had ſerved 


concerning NATURALIZATIONS. 11 

in the ſame Capacity, being regarded as Appendages 

to the Freehold. > - RES 
Ap with Reſpect to the third Claſs, the Citizens 


and Burgeſſes, it is eaſy to ſee, That they never 


would incorporate with the Jews, both for Reaſon 


of Monopoly and Self-Intereſt, as well as many 


others. Indeed, if they had laid the former aſide, 
there were ſeveral Conſiderations that would have 
prevented. For the Jews were not only debarred 
the Uſe of Arms, but they could not join in the re- 
ligious Proceſſions in honour of their reſpective tute- 
lar Saints, which was one great Employment of the 
Companies of Trades in thoſe Times. . 

THEREFORE, upon the Whole, in what Light 
could theſe Fews be conſidered at that Juncture, but 


as the immediate Dependants on the Crown, and 


wholly protected by the Royal Prerogative ? For 


they were not of the Military Order ;— They were 


not Villains belonging to Manors; — They were not 


Burgeſſes : So that in ſhort no other State remained 


for them, but to be the immediate Vaſſals of the 
Crown. And I am fo far from denying what an 
eminent Perſon in the Law hath lately quoted out of 
Spelman, and other old Writers, viz. Judæi & omnia 


ſua Regis funt : i. e. The Jews and all that belong 
< to them are the King's Property: I ſay, I am 
ſo far from denying it, that I maintain it muſt have 


been ſo at that Juncture, according to the Conſtitu- 


tion then in being. —Nay, this farther appears, if we 


conſider, that the King had a Right to Military 
Service from all Lands, and all Subjects whatever; 
therefore if the Jews were permitted to ſettle in Eng- 


land at ſuch a Seaſon, and to purchaſe Lands, (of 
which the moſt authentic Records are ſtill extant) 
he had it in his Power to preſcribe what Terms, 


and Conditions he pleaſed by way of equivalent for 
the Military Service, and as a Compenititon for his 
Royal Protection. | 
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12 A ſecond LETTER fo a FRIEND 
Nay, ſuppoſe theſe People had not been Fewr, 
but Orthodox Chriſtians, approved and countenanced 
by the Pope himſelf :—Yet if there had been ſome- 
thing ſo peculiar in their Conduct, their Principles, 
or Behaviour, that they muſt have remained a dif- 


tinct People from the Reſt of the Kingdom, in re- 


gard to their Civil and Military Capacity, what could 
have been done with them, or how could they have 


been diſpoſed of, unleſs they took Shelter under the 


Protection of the Crown, and became its immediate 
Vaſſals and Dependants? Perhaps indeed the other 
Orders of the Kingdom, or the Pope himſelf, or 
ſome foreign State, might have interceeded in their 
behalf; ſo that they might not have been altogether 
dependant upon arbitrary Will and Pleaſure z—yet 
if nothing ot this had intervened, I aſſert they muſt 


have become the Vaſſals and Property of the Crown 
at that Juncture, becauſe there was no other Tenure 


remaining for them. | 


Bur, in the Name of common Senſe, what is all 


this to us? And why muſt we be concluded in theſe 


modern Times, by obſolete Precedents and Exam- 


ples drawn from a Conſtitution, which no more re- 


lates to us in his Affair, than the Conſtitution of 
Turky or Merocco? For the Royal Prerogative is 
quite another Thing now, to what it was five hun- 
dred Years ago: And it is highly abſurd to quote 


the Power of our Kings, exerciſed in former Times, 


as a. fit Precedent for modern Practice. Beſides, It 
ſhould be conſidered, That the Gothic Tenures, to- 
gether with the Courts of Wards and Liveries, were 
aboliſhed at the Reſtoration: And after that, the 
glorious Revolution put an entire Period to the very 
Remains of thoſe ſhocking Tyrannies and Oppret- 
ſions ; and begun a new Syſtem of Civil and Com- 
mercial Government. I have added Commercial Go- 
verument: For the Revolution, and the Conſequences. 


gf it, gave a new Turn to every Branch of our Com- 


me rce. 


concerning NATURALIZATIONS. 13 
merce. Before that Period it was the wretched Po- 
licy of our Kings, 1ſt, To reduce every Part of our 


Trade, Foreign and Domeſtic, into Monopolies and 


Excluſions: 2dly, To lay Taxes on all our Manufac- 
tures, even Cloth itſelf, upon Exportation : gdly, 
To lay Taxes on all raw Materials coming into the 
Kingdom: 4) y, To admit the Goods and Manu- 


factures of our Rivals upon very eaſy Duties, or in 


a manner Duty- free: 5th/y, To take no Care for en- 


Ez couraging particular Branches of Trade (not ſuffi- 
ciently profitable to the Adventurer, tho' greatly ſo 
to the Public) by Means of Premiums and Bounties: 


6thly, To admit of no Drawbacks of Duties upon 


the Re-exportation of Foreign Goods, Now all 


this wretched Policy, calculated only to impoveriſh 


a Nation, was altered in a good Degree by the Re- 


volution, which therefore may be ſaid to have begun 
and carried on a new Syſtem of Commerce. It was 


altered, I ſay, as far as the Times would permit: 
For a great Deal ſtil] remains to be done. But as the 
Plan is chalked out for us we cannot err, unleſs Self- 


Intereſt, Party, and Monopoly, fhall defeat the En- 


deavours of thoſe, who truly mean the Public Good, 


and would purſue it fteadily, This is true Pa!riot- 


;/m, and acting for the Country, that is, the National | 
Intereſt; whereas the other is only throwing Duſt 


in People's Eyes, and the Cant of Faction. Thus, 


for Example, Ignorant and well-meaning People 


have been made to believe, That the Faxes before 
the Revolution were lighter than thoſe that ſucceed- 
ed it. But it they underſtood the true Nature of 
Taxes, and the proper Methods of laying them on, 


they would entertain a very mean Opinion either of 
the Honeſtly or Capacity of thoſe who broached this 
Falſhood. For High Taxes are one Thing, and 


Heavy Taxes are another: And it is as evident as any 
Propoſition in Euclid, That a Kingdom may be beg- 


_ gared by a Tax that produces no more than';z00000). 


2 


WW 

* 
+ 
2 
9 
#1 
N 


* 
i 2 N „6 e —— . ue "% —. _s : * 
2 2 — S =» i Bape E 
h — = OE 2 — == 8 2 


yn 


14 AA ſecond LETTER 70 4 FRIEND 
| a Year, and enriched by another that produces 
zo000001. In ſhort, If the Taxes are ſo laid on as 
to check or ſtop the Circulation of Induſtry and 
Labour, How can that Kingdom be rich? Bur if 
they tend to promote and encourage it, How can 
ſuch a Kingdom be poor? Nay, are not the Taxes | 
themſelves a Cauſe of its Wealth? It is a Pity that 
theſe plain Truths are fo little underſtood, eſpecially 
by * Gentlemen of the Landed Intereſt, whom it 1 
moſt concerns. _ 
Tus, Sir, you ſee what vaſt Improvements have © 
been made by the Revolution both in Civil and Com- 
mercial Liberty: And we might ſtill ſucceſsfully and 
happily proceed, were it not for thoſe eternal Foes 
of the public Welfare, Party and Monopoly. Civil 
Liberty is thereby turned into Licentiouſneſs, and as 
to Commercial, every Man ſeems deſirous of enjoying 
it himſelf, and denying it to others. However, 
ſince this monopolizing Spirit is now exerting its 
baleful Influence againſt one or two Foreign . Fews, 
pretending, That they ought not to be allowed the 
Privilege of free Merchandiſe (or in plain Enghſh, © 
not to rival the Turky Company and the Monopo»- 
liſts of London) becauſe they are Slaves by Condition 
I fay, as ſuch is the Pretence, it hath given Occa ?- 
ſion to examine into the Foundation of this Opinion: 
And what is the Reſult of our Inquiries ? Why 
truly, hence it evidently appears, That the Slavery 
of the Fews under our former Kings, was no other 
than a neceſſary Conſequence of the Military Tenures 
and the Gothic Conſtitution of thoſe Times. But 
this Slavery, with other Kinds of Slavery, and a 
thouſand Articles of a ſimilar Nature, have been long 
ſince aboliſhed. © Nor is it in the Power of the 
Crown to ſtretch the Prerogative to the Detriment 
of the People. Times were, when it was danger- 
_ . ous for a Man to declare himſelf fo plainly on this 
Head: ws God be thanked, w are no * 
n 
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And his preſent Majeſty doth not want any Syco- 
t to pay his Court to him, by ſaying, That he 
is abſolute, and above the Law: He is the true Fa- 
ther of his People by protecting them in their juſt 
Rights and Liberties, civil and religious, and b 

giving them the Opportunity of enjoying the Bleſ- 
lings of a free Conſtitution. This is all he aims at; 


and this is his Glory. _ 


Taz Gentlemen of the Landed Intereſt hold their 
Eſtates by Tenures that are not ſubje& to the Will 


and Pleaſure of the Crown. They are not obliged 


to attend the King in his Progreſſes. They cannot 


be ſummoned to appear in this or that Part of the 


Kingdom by a certain Day at a general Rendezvous, 


under a Pretence of going to the Wars, or taking 


their Advice on ſome ſuppoſed Emergency : For 


they may peremtorily refuſe, and yet run no Riſque 


of forfeiting either Liberty or Property: Nay, the 


meaneſt Freeholder cannot be now compelled to ſerve 
as a Soldier without his own Conſent. And as to 
Fines and Forfeitures, Compoſitions, Scutage Mo- 
ney, Duties, Sc. Sc. they are now aboliſhed ; and 
at preſent we know no more of them than their 


Names, as they ſtand in old Records, and Books of 
Hiſtor r, „ vg + 


LIE EwISsE the Commonalty of England, are now 


the freeſt People under the Sun. They are their 
own Maſters, and may be happy if they pleaſe ; — 
The Law is as open for them as for the greateſt 


Lords. And there is no ſuch Thing as Vaſſalage of 
any Kind now ſubſiſting in England. FORT: oy 


MorzoveR, as to Cities and Boroughs; — In 


what Senſe can the Freemen of theſe Places be look -— 


ed upon at preſent as Military Men, or the Garriſons 
of their reſpective Towns? Indeed they ſomerimes 
march with Colours, but it is in a very peaceable 
Way, viz. on the 29th of May, the ;th of Novem- 
ber, or ſome ſuch Day of Proceſſion, where no War 
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is ſuppoſed, or intended. Alſo the young Appren- 
_ tices in many Places walk about on Shrove-Tueſday, 


their Spears decked with Ribbands, and themſelves 
dreſſed like Merry-Andrews, according to the Cuſ- 


tom of the Champions of old, parading before they 


entered the Liſts: And this is all that we have re- 
maining of the antient Military Exerciſes,” the Haſ- 


tiludia, or Tilting with Spears, formerly kept up in 


Towns and Cities. 


Bx pleaſed therefore to lay all theſe Things toge- 
ther; and conſider alſo the vaſt, Alteration made in 
our Civil and Commercial Conſtitution, ſince the 


Building of large Suhurbs, the Erection of many 
Towns of great Commerce, (each of them much 
more | conſiderable than London itſelf was formerly) 
where People live and exerciſe what Trade they 
pleaſe, without being free of any Company or Cor- 


poration ; reflect likewiſe that theſe open Places are 
found to increaſe, and thrive much more than others 


ſhut up with Charters, and excluſive Corporations. 
And then I leave it to your own Judgment to de- 


termine whether there is any thing in the Nature of 
our preſent Conſtitution that forbids Fews to claſs 
with the Reſt of the Subjects, as far as relates to 


Matters of mere civil Concern in a private. Station. 
And if there is not, what Pretence can remain at 


this Day, that they are ſtill under the immediate 


Prerogative of the Crown, and not upon the ſame 
Footing with other People, as to their Civil Rights 
and Liberties ? In ſhort, “ Cęſſante Ratione Legis ceſſat 
ipſa Lex, that is, When the Reaſon of the Law ceaſes, 


the Obligation ceaſes,” is an univerſal Maxim in the 


Common Law : And if it is not, there is no know- 
- % . o = 
ing where to ſtop; there is no ſuch Thing as ſetting 


Bounds to the Prerogative, except in ſuch Caſes as 
are particularly bounded by Acts of Parliament; — 


And 


* Lord Coxx quotes this Maxim in his Expoſition of the 
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concerning Marbn ar 24 1dhe 17 
And if this is to paſs for Law, if the Prerogative is 


ſill in force in all other Points, God knows whoſe 


Life, Liberty, or Property might be next in Dan- 


ger, had we a Prince on the Throne that would take 
Advantage of ſuch ſkocking Poſitions. But — No 
Thanks to thoſe who are pleaſed to call themſelves 
Patriots, and the Country Party, we have nothing to 


fear on that Head. 


'Bxsrves, if the Jews are ſtill the Vaſſals and Pro- 
perty of the Crown, what is become of the Courts 
inſtituted on purpoſe for their vaſſal State and Con- 


dition? Where are now their Chief Juſtices, their 
Regiſters, Notaries, and other Officers formerly be- 
longing to them? And when a Sum of Money is 
due from a Chriſtian to a Few, doth the King de- 
mand that Debt, as his own Right, which our for- 


mer Kings really did (ſee Molloy de Jure Maritimo, 


Book III. Chap. 3.) when the Jews and their Effecta 
were conſidered as Regal Property ? No: All this 
is now no more: And if a Few is to ſue, or be ſued; 


or to have a Trial at Law in any Reſpe& whatever, 


there are no other Courts for the Cauſe to be tried 
in, but the general Courts of the Kingdom : Nor is 
there a ſingle Inſtance to be produced of a Royal 


Extent being taken out for a Debt due to a Jew; 


which was the Caſe formerly, when ſuch Debts were 
conſidered as owing to the Crown. And happy ſure 
it is for us, that theſe Things are ſo much altered 


for the Better. Now this Circumſtance alone, were 


there no other, is a plain Evidence, that the Jews, 
in the Eye of the Law, are regarded as free Subjects, 


the Liberi Homines Regni mentioned by Magna 
Charta. 


Tuvs far, Sir, I have proceeded | in the argumen- 
tative Way, proving, from the Reaſon of the Thing, 
That all Slavery is now aboliſhed, and that every 
Man born in England is entitled to the common Pro- 
tection, and general Benefit of the Law. 
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| Tuts, I ſay, is the Tenor of the Common Law 
of the Land, as it lands at this Day. Indeed 1 grant 
that particular Statutes may make Exceptions, when- 
ever the Legiſlature pleaſes. But in relation to the 
Jews, I aſk, Have they yet done it? Have they 
taken from them the mere civil Rights of Subjects, 
which the Common Law of the Land now gives 
them? No, they have not. What then is the In- 
ference, but that theſe Privileges remain to them by 
Birthright and Inheritance ? | 
I wILL now, Sir, proceed to ſhew, That what | is 
here advanced is confirmed and ſupported by the 
concurrent Teſtimony of Lawyers of great Emi- 
nence: Some of theſe indeed are ſtill alive, adorn- 
ing the higheſt Stations in their Profeſſion, and do- 
ing Honour to their Country: their Names I muſt. 
therefore ſuppreſs, as the preſent Hurry, in which 
this Treatiſe is written, prevents me from making 
an Application for Leave to publiſh them. 
Bur as to others, the firſt I ſhall mention is the 
late Lord Chief Juſtice Raymond. And that I 
may not fail in Exactneſs and Fidelity, I will tran- 


ſeribe all the Caſes and Opinions in Order as they 
were given. 


OPINIONS of Counſel relating to the Power of 
the Jews to purchaſe Lands. 


A. B. begot and born in England, but whoſe Pa- 


rents were both Aliens, has an Intention to purchaſe 
an Eſtate 1 in Fee. 


1 Quere. Whether he can enjoy it, Chaka the Son 
of an Alien, and of the Profeſſion of a Jew ? 
Anſwer. I am of Opinion that A. B. is a natural- 
born Subject of the King of Great Britain, and as 
ſuch capable to purchaſe, and enjoy Lands in Fee; 
4 I do not know that the Law has put any a | 

ry 


| 
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J ſity upon him, upon account of his _ * Profeſ” 


ſion a Jew. 


IT. Quere. Whether tick Lbs will bent an 


his Iſſue, or be forfeited to the Crown ? 


Anſwer. I am of Opinion, That all Lands he ſhall 
purchaſe, will deſcend to his Children, as the Lands 


of other Subjects will, and not be forfeited to the 


Crown. 


III. Quere. If he procures Letters of Deniz ation, 
whether he may then purchaſe, and enjoy Lands in 
Fee? 

Anſwer. I take it Letters of Denization will not 
put him in a better Condition as to his Capacity of 
purchaſing Lands, than he is in already by his being 
born a Subject to the Crown of Great Britain. 


Lincoln's . RoBerRT Ravi. 


Inn. Feb. 23, 1718. 


Quere. If a Subject of his Majeſty born in Eng- 
land, or of free Denizens, being a few, may pur- 
chaſe Lands? | 
M. Lurwien. I do not know that in any of the 
Law Books, there is any Diſtinction made between 
a Jew Subject born in England, or made Denizen, 
and any other: and there being no Act of Parlia- 
ment, that I ever heard of, for diſabling Fews from 
purchaſing Lands, I conceive that they may pur- 
chaſe in the ſame Inſtances, and with the ſame Ca- 


Pacity as Chriſtians, or Protęſtauts, may purchaſe. 


Serjeant Wi rAk RR. I am of Opinion that a Sub- 


ject of his Majeſty born in England (though a Jew) 


may purchaſe, and hold Lands ſo purchaſed in Eng- 
lang ; and I am of Opinion, A free Denizen, after 


C 2 . he 
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he is ſo made, may alſo purchaſe, and hold Lands 
by him purchaſed, though ſuch Denizen be a Jew. 


Mr T aLBorT. I am of Opinion that he may pur- 
chaſe——Purchaſes by Jews are not frequent, but 
J do not know any Law which renders them inca- 


* 


pable of purchaſing upon Account of Religion. 


M. KeTTELBY. I am of Opinion, That a Jew 

born in England, or being an Alien born, if he be 
_ denizated by Letters Patents, or naturalized by Act 
of Parliament, is as well qualified to purchaſe Lands, 
and to hold, and enjoy them, as any other Subject 
whatever. . „ 


T. RxEVZ. I know of no Law that hath made 
Fews incapable of purchaſing Lands; and am of 


Opinion, That a Jew, that is a natural-born Sub- 
ject, or naturalized, or made Denizen, may purchaſe | 


Lands. 


C. WEAR. I do not think there is any ſufficient 
Foundation for the common Notion that Jews are 
not entitled to the ſame civil Rights with People of 
other Religions: I apprehend while they are Aliens, 


February 27, 1723. 


they are ſubje& to the Incapacities of Aliens; when 


they are made Denizens, or if born in England, they 


are entitled to the ſame civil Rights with Perſons of 


* 


in England. 


* 
* 


other Perſuaſions, that are made Denizens, or born 


To theſe might be added the unanimous Opinions 


of many eminent Perſonages now alive, each of whoſe 


| a any Man would rely upon in Matters of 
Trop ert y, Were it convenient to mention their 
Names. 0 
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Ap now, Sir, give me Leave to aſk, What can 
any reaſonable Man deſire more? Will, he ſay, 
That this is not Evidence enough? I cannot = 
ſuade myſelf that he will: But if he ſhould Why 
then we have much more to produce: For though 
the Authority of Lord Chancellors, Lord Chief 
Juſtices, Kings Attorneys General, Kings Counſel, 
and other Sages of the Law, is very great ;—yet the 
Authority of Public Charters, and Acts of the Le- 
giſlature, is ſtill greater: And to this ſhall be made 
the next Appeal —- 5 
On x let me beg Leave to offer one previous 
Remark, concerning the Conſequences of the pre- 
ſent Diſpute; for this Conteſt is of a Nature ſo ex- 
tenſive and important, that every Briton in the uni- 
ted Kingdom is deeply intereſted in the Event: It 
is a Conteſt, whether a certain Number of his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects, Natives of Great Britain, who have 
been uſed, taken, and accepted as Freemen of the 
Realm in all Tranſactions public and private, for near 
an hundred Years laſt paſt, ſhall now be ſtripped of 
their Liberties, /o long enjoyed, and deemed abject 
Slaves and Vaſlals ?--And whether their Eſtates, and 
Poſſeſſions of every kind, computed at five Millions 
ſterling, are forfeitable to the Crown, and ſeizable at 
Pleaſure ? This is the Diſpute.— And the Advocates 
for taking ſo bold à ſtep do not pretend to ſay, that 
the Legiſlature hath granted any new Powers to the 
King for doing ſo:—but that he hath an old inhe- 
rent Right over their Lives and Fortunes, by virtue 
of the Royal Prerogative, as it ſtood five hundred 
Tears ago. For it ſeems the Prerogative is of ſuch 
a Nature, that no Change of Time, no Alteration 
of Circumſtances, can abridge or alter it. Good 
Heavens! Is this poſſible! And could any Miniſ- 
* See a Tract, entitled, Farther Con/iderations on the Act to per- 
mt Perſons profeſſing the Tewiſh Religion, to bg naturalized by Par- 
liament, Page 35. | | 
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ter be ſo audacioufly wicked, as to propoſe to begin 
to enſlave a free Country by ſuch a thin Diſguiſe, ſo 
_ Poor a Pretence ! — No, Sir, the Miniſter did xor 
propoſe it : His Majeſty has given the Nation ſuf- 
ficiently to underſtand, that he reje#s ſuch a Propo- 
ſal with that honeft Indignation, which is worthy of 
a King ruling over a free People ;—And all the 
Friends of this mild, legal, and happy Government, 
proteſt againſt it in the moſt ſolemn Manner. Who 
then did propoſe it? Why, Sir, the pretended Pa- 
triots did propoſe it: And thoſe Gentlemen, who are 
pleaſed to call themſelves the Country Intereſt do till 
propoſe it. They are the Men, and they only, that 
are for reviving obſolete Claims of the Prerogative, 
and ſubjecting Life, Liberty, and Property, to the 
abſolute Will and Pleaſure of the Crown, without 
Judge or Jury. However, before we tamely give 
up our Liberties, let us fee what can be ſaid in Vin- 
dication of them. Let us remember the Maxim, 
Principiis obſta; „ reſiſt the Beginning of Slavery, and 
the firſt Advances towards arbitrary Power..“ 


I. Now firſt, we have to obſerve, That even the 
Crown had diveſted itſelf long ago of any Right or 
Title to the Exerciſe of this boundleſs Power. For 
the ſame King Jobn, who granted our Magna Charta, 
granted alſo a Charter of Rights and Liberties to 
the Jews in the following Words. 

„ Jonn, by the Grace of God, Sc. Know ye, 
That We have granted to all the Jets of England 
* and Normandy, freely and honourably to reſide 
< in our Dominions, and to hold of us all thoſe 
Things, which they held of King HENRY, the 
. Granfatber of our Father; and all thoſe which 
they rightly hold in (+ Lands, Fiefs, Mortgages, 
and Purchaſes; and that they ſhall have all their 
© Liberties and Cuſtoms, as they enjoyed them, in 
* the Time of the aforeſaid King HENRY, wo 1 
| * Tat 
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tc father of our Father, even better, more quietly, and 
% honourably, Sc.“. r 
Now, Sir, judge you, and let every Reader judge, 
what legal Right, after the granting this Charter, 
had any * King of England to treat the Fews other- 
wiſe than a Free People; a People to be protected 
by the Royal Prerogative, not enſlaved by it? For 
if Regal Grants and Charters may be legally vacat- 
c., whenever the King pleaſes, I ſhould be glad to 
> Know, what Security will remain in future Times, 
that this ſame Doctrine, now levelled at the Jews, 
may not be turned on us, or our Poſterity > This 
truly is an intereſting Point, and deſerves Attention: 
—And let me farther obſerve, That the Charter 
granted to the Jews, is equally clear and explicit 
with our Magna Charta : Not to mention that it 
* In this Charter to the Jews the King did not mention his 
Heirs and Succeſjors: But theſe Words are not neceſſary for conſti- 
tuting the perpetual Validity of a Charter; there being thouſands 
of Royal Grants, Public Inſtruments, Letters Patent, and even 
Acts of Parliament, binding the Heirs and Succeſlors of the Prince 
on the Throne, avithout naming them. | 
+ The great and eſſential Difference between the Magna 
Charta, and the Charter granted to the Jewvs, conſiſts in this, 
That the Magna Charta was not an A# of Grace, but a Matter of 
legal and conſtitutional Right: For the Liberties and Privileges 
contained in it, are little more than a ſolemn Confirmation of the 
WM Rights of the Subjects, as they ſubſiſted by Virtue of the Common 
= Law of the Realm, and the old Anglo-Saxon Conſtitution before 
"A the Conqueſt. — Whereas the Charter to the Jews was a mere 
Gift, and Matter of Zawour ; becauſe, as I have already ſet forth, 
the Jexvs were antiently conſidered as the ſole Property or Patri- 
mony of the Crown : Yet when a Grant is once made, it 1s not re- 
vocable at Pleafure. For as the King has then ſo far parted with, 
ſold, or transferred his Property : It therefore follows, that this 
Grant muſt hold good euch all Claims, or Pretenſions of the 
Prerogative, till it is forfeited by a due Courſe of Law: other- 
wiſe, why was King Jaws at all to be blamed for ſeizing on the 
 Charters-of the City of London? And why may not every other 
Grant and Privilege be recalled, whenever it ſhall pleafe the 


Prince, or the Miniſter, to do it? Strange, that ſuch Doctrines. 
as theſe ſhould find any Countenance at this Time of Day ! 


*. 
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was given FREELY and VOLUNT ARILY, without Force 
or Compulſion; nay more, it was prior in point of 
Time, to the Great Charter, by the Space of about 
fifteen Years : So that the Fews themſelves, by be- 
ing at that Juncture Freemen of the Realm, Liberi 
 Homines Regui, and poſſeſſing certain Rights and Li- 
berties, were included in the Terms, and made a 
Part of the Magna Charta, and could not be diſ- 
franchiſed, but by a regular Courſe of La qx. 


— — — — TI 8 
p * * 


II. Havixo thus therefore made it plainly to ap- 
pear, That the Jes were once a free People, let us 
now enquire, Whether they were ever legally and con- 
ſtitutionally diveſted of their Liberties. Now by the 
29th Chap. of Magna Charta (according to Lord 
Coxx) or the 46th (according to Rarix) it is ex- 
preſsly provided, That no Freeman of the Realm 
ſnall be baniſhed by any Stretch of Power, or Pre- 
tence of Regal Prerogative. By what Law then, or 
Courſe of Juſtice, came the Fews to be baniſhed the 
eighteenth of Epwarp I? Perhaps you have heard 
it confidently aſſerted, that they were baniſhed by 
the Authority of Parliament : — Bur this is a grand 
Miſtake ; and no ſuch Act hath ever yet been pro- 
duced. For it is not in the Statutes at large ;—It is 
not to be found in any of the great Authors, who 
treat of the Law ;—Nor can thoſe who would be 
glad to find it among the Rolls of Parliament, diſ- 
cover it there. Nay more, the famous Statute de 
Fudaiſmo made at this very Juncture (ſo often quot- 
ed in this Diſpute, and ſo little underſtood) doth not 
expel the Fews at all, but only prevents their taking 
Uſury. And Lord Cox is ſo * from ſaying, That 
they were expelled by Parliament, that he thinks, 
even the King did not expel them: But that the 
ews finding themſelves deprived of their uſual 
ains by Uſury, made Petition to the King, that 
&© a certain Day might be prefixed to them to 2 
| | the 
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the Realm, to the End that they might have the 
« King's Writ to his Sheriffs for their ſafe Con- 
. duct.“ See the Second Inſtitute, Page 507, 

Bur even ſuppoſing that the King had ordered 
them to depart the Realm, (which indeed ſeems to 
be the more probable Opinion) the Queſtion now 
is, What legal Right had he for ſo doing? And if 
he had not, then the Charter, as ſet forth, as it is 
not altered by ſubſequent Cuftoms, and the Laws 
of the Realm, is ſtill a valid Charter, —at leaſt it is 

valid againſt any Pretenſions of the Crown, which 
is all that I am now contending for. 


III. Bur 1 will now allow even more than can 
poſlibly be proved, viz. That the Jews in King Ed- 
ward the Firſt's Time, were declared by Parliament 
to be the King's abſolute Slaves and Vaſſals; and 
will add, if you pleaſe, that they were expelled the 
Kingdom by an Act of the whole Legiſlature now 
extant.—Yet what Concluſion can be drawn from 
hence, relative to the preſent Caſe, at this diſtance 
of Time, and under ſuch a total Change of Manners; 
Cuſtoms, Circumſtances, and National Policy? 
Surely one would hope, that the Gentlemen on the 
other Side the Queſtion are not ſo ignoraut as to talk 
after this Rate. But if they are, it is proper to let 
them know, that long and uninterrupted Cuſtoms 
will, in many Caſes, invalidate the Penalties of the 
ſtrongeſt Acts of Parliament that ever were made; 
eſpecially if theſe Cuſtoms have an evident Tendency 
to promote the National Welfare and Proſperity. 
Nay, they are found to do ſo, even where they are 
plainly detrimental to the Public Welfare ; of the 
Truth of which, take the two following as f efficient 
and fad Illuſtrations. 
Firft, The Magna Charta expreſly ſays, and ſe. 
veral other Statutes confirm the ſame under divers 
E D Penalties, 
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Penalties, That there ſhall be but one Meaſure uſed 
throughout all the Land; yet, you know, the Cuſtom 
is different, widely different. Neither can any Man 
venture to commence a Proſecution againſt the Of- 
fenders, though he hath all the Statutes of the Realm 
plainly on his Side. 
Secondly, All Grants of Monopolies and excluſive 
Privileges, ſubſequent to Magna Charta, are expreſly 
_ contrary both to the Spirit and Letter of that famous 
Statute; and they are likewiſe repugnant to the Com- 
mon Law of the Realm :—And yet, what ſhall we 
ſay of three Parts in four of the excluſive Privileges 
now ſubſiſting, all granted ſince that Period? Are 
they valid, or are they not? Particularly let the 
_ Caſe be put in reſpect to the Hudſon's Bay Charter; 
for this was granted by the very ſame Prince who 
recalled the Fews into England, I mean King Charles II. 
and is of a ſubſequent. Date to many of his Letters 
of Den, granted to Alien Jewifh Merchants. 


I 8#4LL now preſent you with one or two remark- 
able Inſtances of a better Sort, viz. where falutary 
Cuſtoms have prevailed over bad Laws. : 
Axp Firſt, By the Statute De Judaiſino, before 
mentioned, no Intereſt was to grow due for any Sums 
of Money lent by a Jew to a Chriſtian; and this 
Statute remains ſtill unrepealed, at leaſt as far as 
concerns private Property : yet will any Man be ſo 
weak as to imagine, that if a Jew lends him Mone 
upon Bond, the Few cannot recover the legal Intereſt 
ſpecified in the Bond? If he thinks ſo, he will find 
| himſelf egregiouſly miſtaken, and would make a 
very fooliſh Figure in the Courts of Juſtice, ' 
Bur Secondly, We will come to Times nearer to 
our own, by at leaſt 200 Years, and take our Ex- 
ample from no leſs a Place than the City of London. 
For or the Inhabitants of that great City were pleaſed 


19 
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to bring a lamentable Bill of * Complaint (theſe are 
their own Words) againſt © Merchants Strangers, 
e and Strangers Handicrafts-men, viz. That by the 
e great Reſort of Strangers Handicrafts-men to the 
« ſaid City, great Portion of Corn and Victual, 
« grown and bred within this Realm, was daily 
« conſumed. VVV 
223 ALso, that Merchants Strangers did take 
„ Warehouſes and Cellars, and therein put their 
„ Wares and Commodities: — And the ſame Mer- 
„ chandiſes and Wares they then ſold to all manner 
« 'of Feople... WE Pn . 
« As o, they did buy the Commodities of the 
« Realm, and ſell the ſame again at their Pleaſure. 
Moreover, the ſaid Merchants, nothing ponder- 
« ing nedreading the good Statutes heretofore made 
<« againſt theſe Things, ne the Penalties therein con- 
tc tained, did likewiſe buy, in divers Places of this 
« Realm, a great Quantity of Wool, and Woollen 
„Cloth, and other Merchandiſe of the King's Sub- 
« jets: - And much of the ſaid Wool they did de- 
ce liver to Cloth- makers, thereof to make Cloth at 
their Pleaſure. . „ 
„ LasTLy, by their ſubtil Devices, they did ſend 
and convey over the Sea, Bacon, Cheeſe, Pow- 
„ dered Beef, Mutton, and other Commodities of 
this Realm. 3 „„ 
By all which Means the King's liege Subjects 
% were ſorely impoveriſhed, miniſhed, and almoſt 
« utterly decayed and deſtroyed; and many of them, 
“for lack of Occupation, were conſtrained to live 
in Idleneſs: By Occaſion whereof they became 
© Thieves, Beggars, Vagabonds, and People of 
vicious Living; and continually fell into Theft, 
Murder, and other great Crimes; and ſo were 
put to Death in great Numbers by the Laws of 
£< nk Realm.” —x Theſe 
* See the Firſt Volume of the Statutes at Large, 1ſt Rich. III. 


Chap. 9. and the 21ſt of Henry VIII, together with the Decree 
of the Star Chamber, in conſequence of t he Loden Petition. 
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| Theſe were ſome of the Heads of divers Petitions 


of the City of Loudon; and, to complete the Farce, 
the Petitioners obtained ſeveral enacting Clauſes to 


prevent ſuch miſchievous Foreigners from bringing 
the like Evils upon Old England for the ſuture. 
However, Jam informed there is one Franco, not 
only a Foreigner, but a Few; © who not pondering 


* ne dreading the Penalties contained in theſe hope- 


h Big Statutes, is guilty, in the firſt Place, of cauſ- 


ing a great, nay, a prodigious Portion of Corn 


* and Victual, grown and bred within this Realm, 


4 to be daily conſumed.— He alſo taketh Ware- 


* houſes and Cellars, and therein doth put his 


* Wares, even Raw Silk, Cotton Wool, Spaniſh 
< Wool, Goats Hair, and Carmenia Wool, Drugs, 


„ and Dye Stuff: — And the ſaid Wares he doth ſell 
* to Silk Weavers, Clothiers, Dyers, and all Man- 


& ner of Manufacturers. Moreover, he doth buy 


„ great Quantities of the Commodities of this 
« Realm, particularly Woollen Cloth in vaſt abun- 


dance, and doth ſubtilly convey the ſame over the 


* Sea, even to Turky, by Way of Leghorn, to the 


great Diſpleaſure of the 2 an Company : By rea- 
* ſon whereof, the ſaid Company be ſore impover- 
iſhed, miniſhed, and brought to great Decay. 


Laſtly, he hath been guilty of introducing a new 


&c 

(0 

cc 

Ce 

* Species of Stuff n e into this Kingdom; 
„ ſo that he hath cauſed great Quantities of long 
% Engliſh Wool to be delivered to Wool-Combers 
6c 

6c 

„. 

6c 

6 


s moe. Stuff-Makers, thereof to make Stuffs at his 


Pleaſure : And all the ſaid Stuffs he hath wickedly 

ſent to Spain, and yearly bringeth Home great 

Quantities of Money, Cochineal, and Spaniſh Wool 

in return.” 

Now, Sir, for the Comfort and Satisfaction of 
thoſe worthy public-ſpirited Gentlemen, who ſub- 
leribed the London Petition againſt admitting this 
1 
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Duty: I ſay, for their peculiar Satisfaction, it ſhall 
be proved upon this wicked Foreign Few, that he 


hath been guilty of all theſe high Crimes and Miſde- 
meanors; ſo that they may have Recourſe to Infor- 


mations and Proſecutions as ſoon as they pleaſe.— 
And they will then ſee which will prevail, their ob- 
ſolete, abſurd Statutes; or a long uninterrupted Cuſ- 


tom, for near an hundred Years laſt paſt, and till 


growing, — and greatly to the National Advantage. 

Tuus far, Sir, I am willing to proceed, even 
upon a Suppoſition that the Tem were formerly ex- 
pelled by the Authority of Parliament, and that ſuch 


an Act of the Legiſlature could now be produced ;— 


and though I know this is not in the Power of my 
Antagoniſts to do, yet I grant all that they can aſk; 
Hand let them make the moſt of the Conceſſion. 


IV. War REFORE, let us now ſee how | the Caſe. 
ſtood at the Reſtoration. The Fews having de- 


parted out of the Realm in the Year 1290, or being 


_ expelled by the Authority of Parliament, (it mat- 
ters not which) made no Efforts to return, till the 
Protectorſhip of Oliver Cromwell; but this Negoci- 


ation is known to have proved unſucceſsful. How- 


ever, the Affair was not dropped; for the next Appli- | 


cation was to King Charles himſelf, then in his Exile 
at Bruges, as appears by a Þ Copy of a Commiſſion, 


dated the 24th of September 1656, granted to Lieu- 
YE e 


gSee the former Letter, on the Privileges and Advantages 
granted by Naturalization. | 


7 . 


I This Paper was found among the original 4; pk of Sir Ed- 


ward Nicholas, Secretary of State to King Charles J, and II, and 
was communicated to me by a learned and worthy Friend, who 
| hath been lately honoured with much Abuſe and Scurrility for 
having done Juſtice to the Life and Character of one of the beſt 


2 this Country produced, the Glory of our Church and Na- 
tion. | 


Foreign Few to be free of the * Turky Company, and 
to import Raw Materials without paying Alien 
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tenant General Middleton, to treat with the Jets of 
Amſterdam: That whereas the Lieutenant General 
& had repreſeated to his Majeſty their good Aﬀec- 
<<. tion to him, and diſowned the Application lately 
ee made to Cromwell in their Behalf by ſome Perſons 


« of their Nation, as abſolutely without their Con- 


* ſent; the King empowers the Lieutenant General 
<« to treat with them; — That if, in that Conjunc- 


ce ture, they ſhall aſſiſt his Majeſty, by any Money, 
« Arms, or Ammunition, they ſhall find, when 
«© God ſhould reſtore him, that he would extend 


ce that Protection to them which they could reaſon- 


& ably expect, and abate that Rigour of the Law 
* which was againſt them in his ſeveral Dominions, 
“and repay them.” : 

Now it appears from this Commiſſion, that the 


King thought (or elſe pretended to think, in Order 


to make a greater Merit of the intended Favour). 


that the Laws of his Realms were very ſevere againſt 
the 7ews : whereas in Fact, this was a great Miſ- 


take, at leaſt as far as England ; is concerned. And 


the Sequel ſnewed, that after his Reſtoration he per- 


ceived his Error: For though he did every Thing . 


to oblige the Fes, he repealed no Law againſt them, 


becauſe indeed there were none extant ; but he 


granted ſeveral of them Letters of Denization, and. 
_ encouraged their Settlement; — nay, he inſerted a, 


non objtante Clauſe in theſe Letters to free them from. 
paying Alien Duty, which indeed he had no legal 
Power to do. For the City of London (ever watch- 
ful over Things of this Nature, as you may ſee in 
my hiſtorical Account of Naturalizations, and ever 


for cramping and confining the general Commerce of 


the Kingdom) had Cauſed a Law to be paſſed, as far 
back as HENRY VIPs Time, to diſable the King 
from Pen with the Payment of theſe abſurd 
Duties, ſo great a Clog to all our Trade and Manu- 


TOTES. | 


OOF 


-- 


\ concerning NATUR AttZATIONS. 31 
factures, ſuch an Impediment to Navigation, and a 
general Diſcouragement to National Induſtry. BE OT 
Bur to proceed Thus you ſee, that the Reftora- 
tion of the Royal Family of the Stuarts, is likewiſe to 
be conſidered as the Reſtoration of the Tews into Great 
Britain, And how did they behave on their firſt Ar- 

rival? Did they ſculk about as Convicts returned 
from Tranſportation ? Did they betray any Fear, or 
Apprehenſion, that they had tranſgreſſed the Laws 
of the Land in coming over? No; they appeared 
. openly, and converſed publicly, as Merchants of the 
Kingdom. And no Man ſo much as propoſed to 
revive thoſe antient Courts of Judicature belonging - 
to them in their Vaſſal State, when they were before 
in England: — Let this, if ever, was the Time for 
doing it. VVA N b 


V. A rew Tears after the Reſtoration, an Act was 
paſſed to naturalize Perſons of all Religions, and all 
Countries, who ſhould employ themſelves only for 

the Space of three Years in any Branch of the Li- 
1 nen, Hemp, or Tapeſtry Manufactures. And as 
= there were no Reſtrictions, or Limitations in regard 


= to Civil or Military Offices, &c. then ſubſiſting, all 
* Chriſtian Foreigners, by virtue of this Act, might 
ket have attained to the higheſt Places and Poſts in the 


. Kingdom. This, I confeſs, I can by no Means ap- 


88 


prove of; becauſe it was giving them a Power that 
they ought not to enjoy. For there is a wide and 
eſſential Difference between the Right of living in 
any Society as peaceable and quiet Subjects, - and the 
being made Governors and Rulers in that Society. 
However, even the Fews might be naturalized as 
private Subjects by virtue of this Act paſſed the 15th 
of CHaRLEs II. Chap. 15. to all Intents and Purpo- 
fes z-- nay, to a much higher Degree than the pre- 
fent Bill, againſt which ſo great'a Clamour hath 
been raiſed, permits or allows them. 
| . VI. Ann. 
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VI. Axp moreover, in the Reign of Queen Awe, 
the Legiſlature were fo far Fam rf W -that the 
e and all their Effects were the 5 of the 

rown, that they thought it neceſſary to make a 
Law to enable ite Crown to oblige ſuch Fews, whoſe: 

Children might turn Proteſtants, to allow them a 
| reaſonable and competent Maintenance. Nay, the 
Lord Chancellor, (who, is the firſt Servant of the 
Crown, and acts in the King's Name, and by his 


Authority) is not authorized to proceed even thus 


far, till a Complaint is firſt brought: and then © it 
<« ſhall and may be Lawevr. for the ſaid Lord Chan- 
ce cellor to make ſuch Order therein for the Main- 
e tenance of ſuch Proteſtant Child, as he ſhall think 
<+ fit:” See the Act, iſt of Queen ANN, Stat. I. 

he 30. 


W, Sir, what can any Man ſay to this? Did 


Foy giſlature then apprehend, that the Crown had 


an abſolute inberent Right, over the Lives and Pro- 


perties of the Jewiſh Subjects? No: It is plain they 
did not; —otherwiſe, why did they paſs. this Law ? 
Why did they ſay, It Hall, and may be lawful to 
do one THine, when it was lawful before tor the 
Crown to do every T bing 


VII. Acai; ; In the tenth Year of his Majeſty 


King Geonsz I. an Act was paſſed to diſpenſe with 
the Words in the Oath of Abjuration, * the true 


Faith of @ Chriſtian, in favour of the Fews, It is 
obſervable, That this Oath can ſeldom be «dmiai{ 
tered to a Native Few, but upon Occaſion of his 
voting for a Member of Parliament, either asa Free- 
holder, or a Burgeſs, or on Account of his ſerving 
ſome burdenſome © Offce where the Qualifications of 


the Sacramental Teſt is not required. And this 


<* diſpenſing Clauſe was paſſed after the chief Law- 


* yers 1 10 the Nation had given their Sentiments to 


60 the Houſe of Commons on this Point.“ 


VIII To 
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VIII. To proceed; By an Act made the 13th of 


his preſent Majeſty, Chap. 3. all foreign Seamen of 
what Religion or Country ſoever, by ſerving two 
Years on board his Majeſty's Fleet, or in Merchant- 


Men, during the War, or in any future War; were 


naturalized ipſo facto, without taking the accuſtom- 


ary Oaths. Now as this Act extended to the Fews *, 


as well as Chriſtians, the Queſtion is, What did the 


Legiſlature mean by naturalizing theſe foreign Fews? 


Why truly, if ſome Gentlemen are now to be be- 
lieved, they meant to put them in the ſame Con- 


dition, with the natural-born Fews; that is, after 


ſerving this Kingdom for the Space of two Years, 
at the Riſque of their Lives abroad, they were then 


to be rewarded on their Arrival, with the mighty 
Privilege, and molt deſirable Bleſſing of — being 


made Slaves at Home! 


IX. Oxcz more; There was another Law made 


the ſame Seſſions, whereby ſuch Perſons as would 
reſide, or had reſided in any of his Majeſty's Colo- 
_ nies, for the Space of ſeven Years, ſhould after- 


wards receive the Benefit of Naturalization : And 
the Preamble takes Notice, among other Things, 
that the Lenity of our Government, the Benefit of our 
Laws, and the Security of our Property, might 1n- 


duce Foreigners to ſettle in our Plantations ; which 


if they did, or had done for the Space of ſeven Years, 
ſuch a Reſidence ſhould entitle them“ to be deemed, 


e (theſe are the Words of the Statute) adjudged and 
6. 56: taken - 


Sir Joux Barxnarp, to his Honour be it ſpoken, was the 
Author and Father of this public-ſpirited Bill for naturalizing Fo- 
reigners of all Countries, and all Religions, without obliging 
them to take any ſort of Teſt Civil or Religinns, For he moved 


for bringing in ſuch a Bill, he was firſt named in the Committee, 


and carried it to the Houſe of Lords for their Concurrence. And 


yet with regard to the Naturalization of Jews, who might have 


taken the Benefit of this Act, the Conſiderations ariſing from 
Religion and Conſcience, the Nature of Prophecies, the Tenor 


of Chriſtianity, and the ſappeſed Command not to incorporate 


with Infidels and Blaſphemers, were then as cogent as now. 
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© taken to be his Majeſty's natural · born Subjects of 
« this Kingdom, to all Intents, Conſtructions, and 


«© Purpoſes, (excepting the uſual ' Clauſe of Civil 
< and Military Offices, &c.) as if they and every of 


. had been, and were born within this King- 


< dom.“ 
Now till the World Was bleſſed with ſome late 


ingenious and learned Commentaries on our Laws, 
and Conftitution, we were all fo far miſtaken, as to 


imagine, that this Law was really of ſome Advan- 


tage to the Foreign Jews: For every Merchant of 
any Conſequence in the Kingdom, and every junior 


Clerk in the Cuſtom-houſe,' knew full well, that 
Certificates were frequently ſent over from the Co- 


lonies, to exempt ſuch and ſuch Fews, as had com- 


plied with the Terms of the Act, from paying A- 
lien Duty; and theſe Fews were thought to be in 


ſuch a State of Liberty and Freedom, that they 
might purchaſe Lands of Inheritance either in the 
Colonies, or in Great Britain, as they were inclined. 


But, Thanks to theſe Gentlemen, we are now grown 


wiſer, and can tell, That the Naturalizing Foreign 
ews means the Enflaving of them; and that the 
ords in the Act, As if They aud every of them had 
Jen born within this Kingdom, ſignifies, * There is 


no Diſtinction between Fews born within, or 
without the King's Dominions; for they are both 
«© equally the Property of the Crown. 7 0) happy 


Explanation! What a Pity is it, that theſe emi- 
nent Lawyers do not go on with their enlighten- 


ing Commentaries, and give us a Specimen of their 


Talents on the Magna Charta, and the Bill of Rights? | 


But ſince we are now upon the Scheme of maki 


Commentaries, and giving Explanations, I will en- 
deavour to comment myſelf upon the Actions and 


Behaviour of certain Gentlemen, that by their Fruits 


you may know them.—In the Year 1740, when the 
above 


* 800 a perth in the ban e for Fuly, 1753, Page 
318: And the Anſwer to the Confederations, &c. Page 11 and 12. 
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above Act was paſſed in Favour of the Jes reſid 


* 


tlemen were then Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons Yet at that Juncture not a Word was 
ſaid, either by them or others, that this Law was 
repugnant to the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith 
or Doctrine, (though an Alteration was expreſsly 
made in the Oath of Abjuration, for accommodat- 
ing it to the Principles of the Jews, the Sacramen- 
tal Teſt was diſpenſed with; — and an Alteration 
made in it in favour of Proteſtant Diſſenters; yet for 
all this) there was not any Objection ſtarted on the 


Score of Religion, no Dangers, no impending Judg- 


ments were denounced, or apprehended :—Whereas, 
methinks, if Religion is at all concerned, it is as 


much concerned to prevent the Jews from ſettlin 


among our Fellow Chriſtians, and Fellow Subjects 
in America, as in England; and if the Naturalizing 


of the Fews is the calling them together, inſtead of 


keeping them a 4iperſed People, why were they call- 
ed together to ſettle in Jamaica, or in any of our 
Colonies ; Places that can ſerve them more fafely 
than Great Britain, for a general Rendezvous, and 
- where they can with the greater Eaſe, throw off the 


Yoke, and ſet up for themſelves? But, perhaps, 


you will ſay, Theſe Gentlemen have two different 
Goſpels, one for America, and another for Old Eng- 


land: And indeed thus much we ſhall allow, That 


when the Church, or Religion, Chriſtianity, or the 
Prophecies, cannot be made a Watch-Word to rouſe 
the Populace, then the holy Zeal, the Piety, and 
Chriſtianity of theſe Gentlemen, and all their Con- 
tederates, lie dormant likewiſe. 


Manx kovrz, if the Naturalizing of one or two 


Foreign Fews is ſo bad, ſo irreligious, nay, ſo anti- 
chriſtian a Meaſure, what muſt the general Permiſ- 
ſion be, which the whole Hebrew Nation hath to 
trade in the Funds, and to deal in our Stocks? For 
this is literally a calling or collecting them together, 

ML, IF 6 becauſe 
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ing in our Colonies, ſome of theſe moſt Chriſtian Gen- 
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becauſe the Funds are the very Things which the 
Jews principally trade in; and there are no Funds in 
other Countries ſo large and ſecure, with Transfers 
ſo eaſy, ſafe, and expeditious, as our own : Where- 
as they can purchaſe Lands in almoſt any Country. 
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Church and State had in thoſe Times enacted 


—B CAST = 
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And yet not a Word was ſaid, no Petitions, no In- 
a ajers were ever ſent from Town or Country to 


oppoſe this diabolical and antichriſtian Practice: ſo 


that the Jews are incorporated by Law with our Chriſ- 
tian Stockholders, and have at this Day at leaſt 


 2000000/. in Government Securities. How then 
| ſhall we account for theſe Things? There is but 
one Way, and that is the true one, viz. That as the 
Populace are ignorant of the Nature of Stocks, and 
have no Property in the Funds, it would anſwer no 
Ends to ſet up a Cry, No Jew Stockbolder ! which 
none would follow, or echo back. _ 


HowevER, one Thing has been broached by the 


Perſons concerned in raiſing the preſent Clamours, 
which may, in its Application, be of great Uſe to 
this Kingdom; it is the ample Detail they have given 
of the exceſſive Uſury and mohſtrous Extortion of 


the eus in former Times: For our Princes only 
uſed them as Spunges, to ſuck up the Treaſure of the 
Nation; and then, when they had a Mind to ſqueeze 


them ary, they let looſe the popular Odium and Fury 
upon them. This is the true State of the Caſe, and 


ſuch was the Origin of all their Sufferings. They 
were firſt ſupported with an high Hand, in order to 
get rich; and afterwards, their very Riches were 


made the Cauſe of Complaint, and became their 


Ruin and Deſtruction. Thus they fell unpitied; 


and the People rejoiced at the egal Reſumption of 
their Rights, Liberties, and Privileges, inſtead of 


endeavouring to cure the Origin of the Evil, and 


of entering into a new and better Syſtem of National 
Police, in order to prevent the like Grievances for 


the future. For it muſt be obſerved, that both 


Bis 
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ral & fooliſn abſurd Laws, that no Chriſtian ſhould 
lend Money upon Intereſt, groſsly miſtaking the 
Meaning of the Scriptures on that Head. The 
neceſſary Conſequence of which was, that the Jews 

had the Monopoly of Money in their own Hands, 
and could make a Prey of the Kingdom at their 
Pleaſure, > juſt as our excluſive Companies do now. 
But ſurely the great Champions for theſe Exclu- 
ſions will; it is to be hoped, from henceforwards, 
be leſs zealous in their Defence; they will act a 
more conſiſtent Part, than to condemn the Jews 
for their Extortions, and yet juſtify the Chriſtians 
for the like Practice. For, let me aſk, did the 
| Fews ever receive a greater Profit than the Hudſon's 
Bay Company have done? Did they exact as much? 
No. It is notorious, they did not exact a fourth 
Part as much as this Company have done on ſeveral 
Articles; and yet it is equally certain, that the Riſque 
of the Jews, of loſing both Capital and Intereſt, dur- 
ing the Reigns of our Jobns, Henries, Edwards, &c. 
_* ® THe great View of the divinely infpired i ee Moss, 

ſeems to have been, to turn the Principle of Self. Love into ſuch a 
Channel, hat it ſhould alsways operate for the Public Good. And in- 
deed, this ought to be the ſole Aim of every Government, if either 
good Morals, or National Proſperity, are expected. Now Moses, 
in ſettling the Property of the Land of Canaau, ſeems to have kept 
the happy Medium between an abſolute Agrarian Law,—and an 
unlimited Monopoly of Land; and therefore he allowed the Rich 
and the Iaduſtrious to purchaſe from the Poor or the [de for the Space 
of 49 Years, and no br fg the Conſequence of which was, that 
perſonal Induſtry received a ſufficient Encouragement, at the ſame 
_ Time that an effectual Guard was placed againſt the Lazineſs and 
Luxury of an over-grown Fortune. But this excellent Scheme 
would ſtill have been eluded, had the [/-ae/ites been permitted to 
lend Money to each other upon Intereſt; becauſe it would have 
E the ſame Thing in Fact, whether the paternal Eſtate was 
bought for ever, or mortgaged for ever. He therefore ordained, 
that they ſhould not take Uſury, or Intereſt, one of another. 'This 
is the true Keaſon for that remarkable Prohibition. But the Clergy 
and Laity of the Times we are now ſpeaking of, as little under- 
ſtood it, as the Author of The Anfaver to the Confiderations under- 
ſtands the p/aineft Text in the New Teſtament. See his Quotations 
from Scripture, Pages 14, 15, 16, and 17, which are not to be 
equalled, except perhaps by GEOROE Fox. | 
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IS and the Expences they were continually at, to buy. 
the Favour and Protection of the Crown, were im- 
b __ menſely great. In ſhort, any Merchant at this Day 
= will enſure a Ship, both to and from Hudſon's Bay, 
it at a much leſs Premium, than he will a Sum of Mo- 
ney, lent to ſome great Lord or Caftellan of Paland. 
1 Now, what che Caſtellans of Poland are at preſent, 
3 our Barons were formerly; and it appears, both 
from our Statute Books, and from other Records, 
that they would ſcarce ever pay their Debts, till they 
were obliged by Dint of Arms; which, by the Bye, 
may ſerve as another Reaſon, why the Jews were 
formerly under the immediate Protection of the 
Crown. For when any Sums were due to them, it 
was impoſſible for them to get Redreſs, without Mi- 
littary Aſſiſtance; and therefore the King demanded 
the Debt as his own Property. Quad ſi quiſquam de- 
tinuerit eis Pecuniam ſuam, perquirat Rex, tauquam 
| fuum Proprium. And as to Foreign Merchants and 
Traders, they made the ſame heavy Complaints with 
the Jews, about the Badneſs of their Pay-maſters: 
But they, eſpecially the talians, could have Re- 
courſe to a powerful Advocate, which the 7ews 
could not; I mean the Pope. For there are many 
Letters in Rymer's Fædera, exhorting the good Peo- 
ple of England to pay their Debts; and one in par- 
ticular, Vol. I. Page 670, wherein Complaint is 
made to his Holineſs againſt certain Archbiſhops, 


A Biſhops, Abbots, Priors, Chapters, Conventions, 
of | Communities, Dukes, Marquiſſes, Earls, Count- 
* eſſes, Barons, Knights, Burgeſſes, and other Per- 
1 ſons of the Clergy and Laity of England, Scotland, 


and Ireland, for receiving divers Sums of Money, 

and Quantities of Corn, Wine, Wool, and other 
Merchandize; yet when the Time of Payment came, 

they refuſed to make any Satisfaction. Therefore 

he orders the Archdeacon of London, if they refuſed 

to obey this Summons, to excommunicate their Per- 

ſons, and put their Eſtates and Territories under an 
Interdict 


cw 
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Interdict; uſing the accuſtomary Forms of tolling 
the Bells and lighting Candles. 20 
Theſe were the Times of glorious Old England: 


But what are theſe Times to us? And doth any 
Man now make a Complaint againſt the Fews for tak- 


ing an higher Intereſt than their Neighbours ?—Noz 


—The Complaint, if at all, is on the contrary Side; | 


' viz, that by pouring in ſuch vaſt Sums of Money 
from Abroad, they- have lowered the National In- 
tereſt —A Crime, which every Man who loves his 
Country will readily forgive. 

B ux it ſeems, though we have not theſe Com- 
plaints, we muſt and wi! have ſome others. For 


certain Gentlemen, who have penned Addrefles in 
News-Papers, Inſtructions to Members of Parlia- 


ment, Petitions, and the like, are pleaſed to make 
very free with the Judgments and Viſitations of Al- 
mighty God on this Occaſion. They ſcruple not 
loudly to complain, that we ſhall draw down the 
Herceſt of the divine Wrath and Diſpleaſure on this 
Nation for admitting the Jes to reſide and trade, 
(or, as they would rather have it, to incorporate) 
among us. For it is pretended, that by ſo doing, 

we become Partakers with them in their Impieties, 


and ſhall have the ſame Sentence paſſed and executed 


upon ourſelves, of becoming a Reproach in che 
Earth, a fugitive and vagabond People. 


Now if all theſe Evils are to arife from granting 


2 Permiſſion to the es to reſide in this Country, 


while they continue quiet and peaceable Subjects, 
thele Gentlemen ought to be reminded, that this is 
a Permiſſion which did always ſubſiſt by Law, for 
the Fews were never legally expelled. They ſhould 


likewiſe recollect, that the Reſtoration of be Royal - 


Family of the Stuarts vas attended with the Re- 


turn of the Jews into Great Britain; and that Lord 


Chancellor CL AR EN DON granted to many of them Letters 
of Denization under the Great Seal. N ow as this is 


near 
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near an hundred Years ago, let me afk, What re- 
markable Judgments have fallen upon theſe King- 
donis, fince hs famous Occurrence. Have we had 
more of the three great Scourges of Heaven, the 
Sword, Famine, and Peſtilence, than in former 
Times? Are there more Calamities, more Diſtreſ- 
ſes, more bad Seaſons, (+ not forgetting the remark- 
able Spring, Summer, and Autumn of the Year 
1753, when the Few Bill was paſſed) than commonly 
uſed to be? Nay, let thoſe Gentlemen produce, 
if they can, any Period in the Hiſtory of this Coun- 
try, when there have been ſo few; or when there 
was more Wealth, Health and Plenty, Happineſs 
and National Proſperity. 

Marzoves, as to Spain and Portugal, what ſig- 
nal and diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings hath Heaven con- 
ferred upon the Inhabitants of thoſe Countries, for 
their Zeal and Piety in extirpating this accurſed 
Race? For they indeed have /iterally no Fellowſhip 
or Concord with the ew: They do not bid them 
God ſpeed; but ſend them, as they | imagine, flaming 
to the Devil: And yet wherein doth it appear, that 
they are become the Darlings and Favourites of 
Heaven by theſe Means? In ſhort, Sir, one is 
tired with confuting theſe Abſurdities; and it is 
really ſhocking and greatly offenſive to all ſincere 
Chriſtians, to ſee with what Boldneſs and Blaſphemy 
theſe Men have perverted the Language of Holy 
Scripture, without Regard to Circumſtances or Con- 
text, and tortured its Meaning for the vile Purpoſes 
of ſupporting a / linking Faction againſt the next ge- 
neral Election. . 
Bur, above all, ſince theſe Gentlemen are ſo ſure 
that this Nation wil be curſed for Naturalizing the 
Jeus, why muſt theſe Curſes ſo particularly attend 
the Purchaſing of a Piece of Land, c Merchandiz- 
ing without paying Alien Duty, and obtaining the 
Freedom of the Turky Company | ? - For it is now 

cConfeſſed 
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confeſſed on all Hands, that the Powers of Natura- 
lization extend no farther ; and ſurely there are many 


National Sins and Vices full as black as any of theſe.— 


Therefore the Public has a Right to call upon theſe 


Gentlemen, to ſhew what PARTICULAR INIquiTtY 


1s there in theſe Things, above any others, thus to 
draw down the hotteſt Diſpleaſure of Almighty God? 
— Indeed, if certain Heads of Faction, if Bigots, if 
Monopoliſts had the Diſpoſal of the Thunderbolts of 
Heaven, I ſhould not wonder that they were levelled 
at every Man who was truly and rationally a Chrit- 
tian, a Friend to his Country, and uſeful to Society 
But, - why they ſhould think that the Divine Being 
is like themſelves, that his Thoughts are as their 


Thoughts, his Ways as their Ways, —this remains 


yet to be explained. 
The firſt Chriſtian Emperors were of very differetic 


Sentiments from our modern Zealots; for they were 


not apprehenſive that their tolerating the Fews, and 


granting them even much greater Privileges than 


they can receive in England, would be attended with 
any fatal Effects of Divine Vengeance. Nay, the 
Fathers of the Primitive Church expreſſed themſelves 
on ſuch Occaſions, as if they thought it for the Ho- 


nour of Religion, and the Advancement of Chriſti- 


anity, that the Fews ſhould be kindly and benevo- 
lently treated.“ TanTum ſcilicet (ſaith Grotius, 
« De Imperio Summarum Poteſtatum, circa Sacra, Cap. 
XV.) Imperatores Chriſtiani Zudeis largiti ſunt 
© ob primordiam Veritatis, & ſpem future Con- 
« verſionis; ut antiqui Patres de eiſdem loqui amant.“ 

That is, © So great Privileges did the Chriſtian Em- 
* perors beſtow upon the Jes, by reaſon that the 


true Religion began firſt among them, and in hopes of 


e their future Converſion ; as the ancient Fathers love 
to ſpeak of theſe People. nd 


Invx8D thus much is certain, that kind Uſage is 
the only reaſonable and ab Way of making 
Con- 
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Converts: Nay, if it was indifferent which Courſe was 
taken, Experience hath fully proved, that Perſecution 
and ill Treatment, (and ſurely the propoſing to make 
People Slaves is fome of the worſt of Treatment) do 
not work any Conviction upon the Fews 3 therefore, 
if the natural Branches are ever to be grafted again 
into their own Olive Tree, as the Scripture aſſures 
us they ſhall be, — and if the Diſperſed among the 
Gentiles are to be brought Home to the Chriſtian Fold, 
ſo that there may be one Flock under one Shepherd, 
—How is this to be effected? By Chriſtian, or An- 
tichriſtian Meaſures? Surely one would think, it is 
impoſſible to make a Doubt of ſuch a Matter. Be- 
fides, ſince the general Converſion of the Fewiſh Na- 
tion muſt begin ſomewhere, and none can tell how 
ſoon, why ſhould we endeavour to prevent its Begin- 
ning here? Why ſhould the Members of the Church 
of England, the Glory of ibe Reformation, be the laſt 
to bring back the ancient People of God? It is really 
true, that the Jets are prejudiced, and juſtly preju- 
diced againſt the Church of Rome, becauſe of its ma- 
nifold Idolatry and perſecuting Spirit; but if they ſaw 
the Chriſtian Religion truly profeſſed and conſcien- 
_ tiouſly practiſed in a Proteſtant Country, there might 
be a well-grounded Hope, that they would then ac- 
knowledge the true Meſſiah, who is already come, 
Cod, bleſſed for ever, and not look for another. 
Lr me add hkewiſe, that this is the propereſt 
Way for Us Chriſtians to prove the Orthodoxy of our 
own Faith, and the Purity of our Morals ; and not 
to go about to propoſe Religious Tenets, however 
ſound and orthodox, as the Civil Tenure, whereby a 
Man is to hold his. Life and Fortune. For this, I 
am ſure, is neither Law nor Goſpel z<-nor was ever 
heard of till the: preſent Jun&ure. For when an 
Engliſh-born Subject takes to his Eſtate, or makes a 
Purchaſe, doth he make any Declaration of his Faith, 
ſign apy Articles of Religion, or take any hn 
"js what- 
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Whatever? No; He doth not; nor is it ever en- 


quired into, Whether he is of am, or what Religion 


upon ſuch Occaſions. As to the Affair of Offices, 


Religious, Civil, or Military, they are not Eſtates, 


they are not of private Concern, but Matters of Truſt, 
and of a public Nature, and require ſuch and ſuch 
Qualiſications in thoſe who are to execute them. 
IxpEED, if any Perſons, even in a private Station, 
ſhall maintain, and broach ſuch Opinions as are no- 


toriouſly deſtructive of the Peace of Civil Society, 


and ſubverſive of the Government under which they 

live, they may be puniſhed in their Perſons or E- 
ſtates, according as the Legiſlature ſhall apprehend 
the Degree of Danger. Pleaſe to obſerve that I am 
wholly ſpeaking of Civil Cenſures, not Eccle/raftical : 
and am conſidering the preſent Subject merely in a 


Civil View. Therefore, I ſay, it is for this Reaſon 
only, that the Roman Catholics in Great Britain, are 


under the Diſcouragement of a double Tax. They 


are not regarded as a Se in Religion, but a Faction 


in the State, whoſe Intereſt and Inclination it appa- 
rently is, to ſupport a Pretender to his Majeſty's 
Crown. And whenever they can give ſuch Security 
for their Civil Behaviour, as is agreeable to the Na- 
ture of our Conſtitution to admit of, I make no 
Doubt but they ſhall be put on the common Foot- 
ing with other Subjects: But if they ſhould not, I 
ſhall, for my own Part, make no Scruple to ſay, 
that they are hardly, and unjuſtly dealt with. 

Bor all this is nothing to the Caſe now before us; 
for if the Fews had even a temporal Meſſiah now in 
View, their Principles will not admit them to pro- 


"poſe to ſet him up here : and the King ſuſpects no 


Danger of any Rival of that ſort to his Throne: nor 
do the Legiſlature believe at all, that this imaginary 
Meſſiah will ever appear to give them any Diſturb- 
ance. How then can the Caſe of the Papiſts being 
doubly taxed, be brought into this Controverſy ? Why 


truly 
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truly it ſerves to make a: Noiſe and à Houriſb; — yet 
even the Papiſts pay no Duty ſo abſurd as the Alien 
Duty. But to proceed: I cannot apprehend, what 
the Gentlemen who have raiſed theſe Clamours, can 
propoſe to themſelves by making Orthodoxy the 
UNIVERSAL TENURE of Liberty and Property. For 
ſure I am, that many of thoſe who have appeared 
ſo ſtrenuous in this Controverſy, are ſadly defective 
themſelves in many eſſential Points of the Chriſtian 


_* Faith, and Chriſtian Practice. And though they 
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appear at preſent as the ſuppoſed Champions 1 the 
Chriſtian Religion, they would not chooſe to have 
their own Principles and Actions examined into on 
the preſent Occaſion. 

ITuus, Sir, I have ventured to give you my Sen 
timents with that Impartiality which flows from the 
Heart of him, who has only Truth for his Object. 
1 dedicate myſelf to no Party nor Faction, am no 
Apologiſt for what is bad either in Few or Chriſtian, 
and ſpeak thoſe bold Truths, which are grating to 
de e/igning Men of all Parties. This Impartiality, my 
very Enemies, (if I have given Cauſe to any to be 
ſuch) muſt allow and acknowledge. 

As to the perſonal Abuſe I have met with, or may 
meet with, tis my Diſpoſition as well as my Duty 
to forgive it, and pray to Gop to forgive the Au- 
thors of it. I would only offer one Requeſt to my 
ſevereſt Adverſary, that before he condemns me, 
he would cooly read that divine Compoſition, Saint 
Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, and then aſk his Con- 
ſcience, whether he is not really convinced, that this 
great Apoſtle, this Free- born Roman, would have 

iven his Suffrage, had he been a Member of the 

F Legiſlature, — ox the late Bill — draw no 
 Inferences, but remain, Sir, 


d Four moſt Humble Servant, 


It | by . | | 1 Y . 
Now ys oy, | Joſiah Tucker. 
. _ 1 
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